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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) Shalt have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
. of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3,12,13,19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Virgilio(6736884). 

Virgilio teaches a separator tank assembly comprising a cast hollow tank(5) 
having a closed end and an open end with a separator chamber therebetween, a cast 
lid(19) substantially closing the tank open end, and a first integral fluid passage(23) 
formed in the cast hollow tank and cast lid and extending from the separator chamber to 
at least one external port. Virgilio further teaches wherein the first integral fluid passage 
is a compressed air passage and wherein at least a first integral port is formed along 
the first integral fluid passage between the separator chamber and the external port. 
Virgilio further teaches wherein the first integral port is configured to receive a separator 
element(15). Virgilio further teaches wherein the external port is configured for providing 
compressed air to an external environment. Virgilio further teaches wherein the first 
integral fluid passage is a lubricant passage and wherein at least a first integral port is 
formed along the first integral fluid passage between the separator chamber and the 
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external port. Virgilio further teaches wherein the first integral port is configured to 
receive a lubricant filter( 15). 

Claims 23-25,34,40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Virgillo(6736884). 

Virgilio teaches a separator tank assembly comprising a cast hollow tank(5) 
having a closed end and an open end with a separator chamber therebetween, a cast 
lid(19) substantially closing the tank open end, and a first integral fluid passage(23) 
formed in the cast hollow tank and cast lid and extending from the separator chamber to 
at least one external port configured for providing compressed air to an external 
component, and a second integral fluid passage(9) formed in the cast hollow tank and 
cast lid and extending from the separator chamber to a second external port configured 
for returning cleaned lubricant to an associated compressor assembly. Virgilio further 
teaches a first integral port Is formed along the first integral fluid passage between the 
separator chamber and the first external port. Virgilio further teaches wherein the first 
integral port is configured to receive a separator element(15). Virgilio further teaches 
wherein a third integral port is formed along the second integral fluid passage between 
the separator chamber and the second external port. Virgilio further teaches wherein 
the third integral port is configured to receive a lubricant filter(16). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-11,14-18, 20-22,26-33,35-39,41,42 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any inten/ening claims. 
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Claims 4,20,26 recite therein the first integral port has a first integral separator 
passage extending from the first integral fluid passage to the separator element and a 
second integral separator passage extending from the separator element to the first 
integral fluid passage". Virgilio fails to teach wherein the first integral port has a first 
integral separator passage extending from the first integral fluid passage to the 
separator element and a second integral separator passage extending from the 
separator element to the first integral fluid passage. It would not have been obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide wherein the 
first integral port has a first integral separator passage extending from the first integral 
fluid passage to the separator element and a second integral separator passage 
extending from the separator element to the first integral fiuld passage because Virgilio 
does not suggest such a modification. Claims 5 and 6 depend on claim 4 and hence 
would also be allowable upon incorporation of claims 2-4 into claim 1. Claim 21 
depends on claim 20 and hence would also be allowable upon incorporation of claims 
20,19, and 13 into claim 1. Claims 27 and 28 depend on claim 26 and hence would also 
be allowable upon incorporation of claims 24-26 into claim 23. 

Claims 7 and 29 recite "wherein the cast tank has a separator element mounting 
surface formed integral therewith about the first Integral port". Virgilio teaches a cover 
having a separator element mounting surface". It would not have been obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide wherein the 
cast tank has a separator element mounting surface formed integral therewith about the 
first integral port passage because Virgilio does not suggest such a modification. 
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Claims 8-10 depend on claim 7 and hence would also be allowable upon incorporation 
of claims 7,3, and 2 into claim 1 . 

Claim 1 1 recites "wherein the external port is configured to receive a minimum 
pressure check valve...". Virgilio teaches an external port connected to a radiator. It 
would not have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide wherein the external port is configured to receive a minimum 
pressure check valve because Virgilio does not suggest such a modification. 

Claims 14 and 35 recites "wherein the first integral port is configured to receive a 
thermal valve assembly". Virgilio fails to teach wherein the first integral port is 
configured to receive a thermal valve assembly. It would not have been obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide wherein the 
first integral port is configured to receive a thermal valve assembly because Virgilio 
does not suggest such a modification. Claims 15-18 depend on claim 14 and hence 
would also be allowable upon incorporation of claims 14 and 13 into claim 1. 

Claim 30 recites" further comprising a second integral port formed along the first 
integral fiuid passage between the first integral port and the first external port". Virgilio 
fails to teach a second integral port formed along the first integral fluid passage between 
the first integral port and the first external port. It would not have been obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide a second 
integral port formed along the first integral fluid passage between the first integral port 
and the first external port because Virgilio does not suggest such a modification. 
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Claims 31 and 32 depend on claim 30 and hence would also be allowable upon 
incorporation of claims 30,25, and 24 into claim 23. 

Claim 33 recites "wherein the first integral port is configured to receive a 
minimum pressure check valve". Virgilio fails to teach wherein the first integral port is 
configured to receive a minimum pressure check valve. It would not have been obvious 
to someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide wherein the 
first integral port is configured to receive a minimum pressure check valve because 
Virgilio does not suggest such a modification. 

Claims 35 recites 'SA^herein the third integral port is configured to receive a 
thermal valve assembly"; Virgilio fails to teach wherein the third integral port is 
configured to receive a thermal valve assembly. It would not have been obvious to 
someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide wherein the 
third integral port is configured to receive a thermal valve assembly because Virgilio 
does not suggest such a modification. Claims 36-39 depend on claim 35 and hence 
would also be allowable upon incorporation of claims 35 and 34 into claim 23. 

Claim 41 recites 'SA/herein the third integral port has a first integral filter passage 
extending from the second integral fiuid passage to the lubricant filter and a second 
integral filter passage extending from the lubricant filter to the second integral fluid 
passage...". Virgilio fails to teach wherein the third integral port has a first integral filter 
passage extending from the second integral fluid passage to the lubricant filter and a 
second integral filter passage extending from the lubricant filter to the second integral 
fiuid passage. It would not have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time of the invention to provide wherein the third integral port has a first integral filter 
passage extending from the second integral fluid passage to the lubricant filter and a 
second integral filter passage extending from the lubricant filter to the second integral 
fluid passage because Virgilio does not suggest such a modification. 

Claim 42 recites '^vhe^ein a third Integral fluid passage extends between the 
separator chamber and a fifth integral port configured to receive a sight glass". Virgilio 
fails to teach wherein a third integral fluid passage extends between the separator 
chamber and a fifth integral port configured to receive a sight glass. It would not have 
been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide wherein a third integral fluid passage extends between the separator chamber 
and a fifth integral port configured to receive a sight glass because Virgilio does not 
suggest such a modification. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Hopkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7am-4pm, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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